HeartRhythm Case Reports is completing its fourth year in publication. The mission of the journal remains to publish very high quality case reports that improve the care of patients by advancing research, education, and optimal health care policies and standards in the realm of heart rhythm disorders.
journal to shift to a monthly edition that facilitates a more rapid issue publication of accepted case reports. Since inception, we have received 1012 case reports. This volume highlights the complexity of our field and the global interest in finding better therapies, sharing ideas, and improving understanding of heart rhythm disorders.
The journal remains indebted to the section editors, online editor, editorial board members, and reviewers who serve in these positions to provide high quality and timely reviews. Currently, our time from submission to decision is 20.1 days. We hope to continue to lower this time to improve author satisfaction with our editorial process. Once articles are accepted, they are made rapidly available online. We remain committed to having most manuscripts reviewed by a section editor and two peers. We do not want to compromise the review process as a means of lowering the time from submission to decision. This year the journal was indexed by the U.S. National Library of Medicine in the National Institutes of Health database PubMed Central. To have this journal indexed has been an upfront goal of the editorial staff, as it recognizes the scientific scrutiny and integrity of the journal in reviewing and accepting manuscripts as well as the scientific and educational value of the case reports and it expands journal and author awareness in a manner that promotes the sharing of ideas. Currently, 397 of our manuscripts are available on PubMed Central.
This year we also began to highlight select case reports each month in HeartRhythm under a new section, EP News: Heart Rhythm Case Reports. Typically, three cases that have unique and interesting findings are chosen for brief presentation. I have tried to include diverse cases that reflect what we see as editors, which is a broad base of submissions that span genetic discoveries, adult and pediatric disease states, solutions to complex diseases and anatomies, complications and technology breakdowns, and highly educational findings of both common and uncommon presentations.
The journal continues to expand its use of social media channels to foster awareness and sharing of accepted case reports. Our popular Twitter account @HRS_CaseReports is being used extensively to rapidly share cases after online publication and provide an immediate forum for discussion and further dissemination. This year we also launched a Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/pg/HeartRhythmCase-Reports-428352124163633) to further increase the awareness of the journal and hopefully reach new audiences. As part of the improvements to the journal's website, the new PlumX Metrics link shows the relative activity of each publication in the categories of captures, mentions, social media, and citations.
This year we welcomed Rakesh Gopinathannair, MD, MA, FHRS, from the University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, as a Section Editor. He will provide needed leadership and guidance in the areas of general electrophysiology and in the management and evaluation of implantable cardiac devices.
I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to serve as Editorin-Chief of HeartRhythm Case Reports. It has been a pleasure to work with all of you, my sections editors (Rakesh Gopinathannair, MD, MA, FHRS; Joel E. Herbrandson, RN; Matthew W. Martinez, MD; Yasuo Okumura, MD; Elizabeth A. Stephenson, MD, MSc, FHRS, CEPS-PC; and Roderick Tung, MD); Peng-Sheng Chen, MD, FHRS, the editor of HeartRhythm; and the amazing editorial staff of both journals, as we serve the Heart Rhythm Society and its members. I hope that you will continue to enjoy and contribute to the journal and use it as a tool for education of all those interested in heart rhythm disorders.
